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sent a messenger to acquaint them of the election of the
new Pope who had assumed the name of Gregory X,
and who could now meet the wishes of the Khan.
They hastened to Acre in an armed vessel placed at
their disposal by the King of Armenia.   The  Pope
welcomed them and handed them several Papal letters
to the Khan; he also sent with them two priests to
undertake in the Tartar Court the duty of preaching
and the other religious rites, and several sacred objects
of art which he blessed for the Khan.   The party then
again sailed to the port of Laysos but when they had
gone far enough into Armenian territory they heard
that war was raging in those localities and that the
troops of Al-Zahir Beybers al-Bundukdary, Sultan of
Egypt, were ravaging that country.   The two priests
were frightened and decided to return and handed the
letters and the objects of art to  the  two  brothers.
Nicolo,  Maffeo and Marco continued their journey
till they crossed the frontier of Armenia safely.   They
crossed several barren deserts and rugged defiles and
penetrated into the north-east till they learned that
the great Khan  was  then staying  in  a   large and
magnificent city called Clemenfoe.   They proceeded
to it and arrived safely after an Arduous journey which
lasted more than three years.   Kublai Khan received
them in a large assembly and they  related  to  him
what had happened to his embassy and handed him
the Pope's letters, presents and the holy oil.   He then
asked Nicolo about the young man whom he saw for
the  first  time.   "Your servant,   my   son,"   replied
Nicolo.   The Khan was much pleased  and  ordered
that Marco Polo should be appointed among his pages.
The young man soon advanced in the Court, and the
Khan's suite admired  his smartness and character.
Marco studied the Tartar language and quickly adopted
Tartar habits.   The Khan covered him with his favours
and loved him for his intelligence and talents, and
sent him on various missions to distant parts of his